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This has been our most successful snow year ever!


With successful grants from NDIT, PRRD and leftover funds from the Province and other 
industry and individual funders we were able to complete the mulching required for the 
proposed day lodge as well as at the site for the storage building.  WL Construction was 
engaged to construct the shop and they managed to get it to lock up whereupon we 
exhausted our funding.  

The building has been extremely beneficial and useful to us as we now have space to store 
everything from sleds, grooming attachments, tables to skis and boots and everything in 
between.  It is clear though that we need to prioritize electrical hook up, insulation and paneling 
inside, the electrical being a high priority.


The pre season saw Bruce Kosugi attend a timing course at Sovereign Lake.  This course was 
offered through CCBC and we received a VIA Sport grant for Bruce to attend.  It is imperative 
that we have someone with timing experience heading up a team for the 2020 Games.


We also hosted an Official’s course for which we also received a VIA Sport grant.  This course 
was well attended but it is clear we will have to offer it again next year to get more people on 
board, as there are many volunteers required for race event hosting.


This season started well and we were delivered with enough snow to form a solid base.  We 
managed to host a December free Try It event so that parents with prospective Jackrabbit kids 
could test the waters and see if their kids wanted to ski.  This resulted in a few more 
registrations for the program.  Additionally many adults liked it and some went on to purchase 
equipment and take up skiing.


We had originally scheduled our loppet for December but as the date grew near it was clear 
that everyone was too busy in the pre-Christmas season so the race was postponed.


The fresh snow took a hiatus for much of December but it came back in January and since 
then we received regular snowfalls to top up our base.  Thanks to all the groomers but 
especially Dennis Morrison and Bruce Kosugi who consistently stepped up to the plate to 
groom the trails.  Collectively they all put in over 200 hours on the trails this season.


After Christmas we saw the launch of our website - thank you to Bruce for doing that.  It is a 
go-to for everything we are doing and has become a real asset to our communications efforts.


The Jackrabbits program started in January and has been a great success with 28 children 
enrolled.  We appear to have a deficit of coaches and we need to recruit more people to take a 
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coaching course which we plan to host next fall/winter.  We have two Level 2 coaches and as 
three of our coaches from last year moved away, we were left with just 5 coaches for the 
season. Thank you to Kara Simons for taking over from Elke Haggerty. 


The adult rental program is also very popular, so much so that people were having to reserve in 
advance for peak weekends and there was no guarantee of getting equipment that fitted the 
breadth of sizes.  Another grant has been submitted to purchase a few more sets, focusing on 
larger sizes of skis and boots.  Additionally the club is seeking to get a few pairs of snow shoes 
as we received requests from people to rent those.  Thank you to Andrea Morison for being the 
rental go-to person.


We hosted a free Try It event again in conjunction with Winter Fest (High on Ice) that the City of 
FSJ puts on.  This year the numbers were slightly down from the previous year, and we 
seemed to have fewer coaches/instructors for whatever reason; again this highlights the need 
and demand for more coaches/instructors. Having enough equipment is another factor that 
limits participation, particularly for youth.


This year with all the big snow falls the condition of the parking lot was becoming dire.  We 
finally found the man who plows the road to the girl guide camp and he was engaged to plow 
the Beatton parking lot.  However, the WJNSC has to pay $60 each time he plows, an expense 
we did not budget for so he was only asked to plow after a significant snowfall.


Our loppet was held on March 17 and once we got into organizing gear, we managed to get it 
promoted and onto Zone 4 for registrations.  Thank you to Bruce for organizing the 
registrations and heading up the timing.


We had many volunteers turn out, from the 8 members of the NPSAR team with their rescue 
toboggan to the many parents who made chili for the enthusiastic crowd.  The day was great - 
warm and sunny.  Thank you also to Liam Simons who took the initiative to dress up in a 
dinosaur costume for the bunnies!


With all our obvious successes this year there have been many busy beavers behind the 
scenes who are still working to make the next steps happen.  Our future projects include:

- Constructing a stadium area to meet programming needs and to host the 2020 BC Winter 

Games;

- Expand the snow shoe trail to include a short loop for those not wanting a 2 hour trek;

- Improved signage for snowshoers;

- fundraising for a day lodge and accessible pit toilet;

- researching better grooming equipment to augment our sleds and packers,

- Host an Officials Level 1 course in the fall;

- Host an NCCP Coaching course Level 1 to train more coaches.


There is pressure to get the stadium and day lodge constructed as we get ready to host the 
nordic events for the 2020 BC Winter Games and as we have permission from Parks for the 
day lodge, the stadium is currently being reviewed by BC Parks staff.
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As we move through the planning for future operations, we need to consider the cost, not just 
financial, but in the hours required, for grooming.  This past season saw over 200 hours go into 
the grooming, the majority of which occurred during the second half of the ski season.  With a 
small number of volunteer groomers stepping up to do the grooming, there were two who put 
in over 146 of those hours.  This is currently not sustainable and we not only will burn out those 
two individuals but when those individuals cannot groom any more, we will be struggling to 
recruit replacements.


So we are looking at more efficient grooming machines, of which all options will require more 
fundraising.  The gold standard is a pisten bully machine but at $250,000, this machine is likely 
not the most realistic goal.  Ken Johnson is compiling some options and we will endeavour to 
be ready to fundraise just prior to or immediately following the 2020 BC Winter Games.  
Potentially there is some Games legacy funding we may be able to access.


The sign in sheets at the trailhead saw over 1640 skiers sign in.  However, there is a large 
percentage of people who don’t sign in; we estimate an additional 30% to make 2140 skier 
visits; this does not include snowshoers which on a busy Saturday can account for 50% of the 
cars in the parking lot.  This is our highest “official” count ever.


Thank you to all the membership who continue to give us great support, feedback and hands 
on help.  And thank you to those members who contributed many hours towards our numerous 
initiatives.


Eliza Stanford

President, WJNSC

May 16, 2018



