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Beginner Ski Opportunities  
We have seen a record number of beginner cross country skiers embrace this 
wonderful winter sport.  With numerous opportunities for ski lessons for 
every level beginners, gained confidence to head out on the trails on their 
own. The Jackrabbit Program was popular as well, and with further growth 
on the horizon, plans are being made to train additional coaches and acquire 
more rental equipment to meet increasing demand.   
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The ski rental program has been a huge success, with regular 
renters, visitors and people testing the waters to determine if they 
want to purchase result in the rental skis seeing steady use all 
winter long.  Our initial prediction was that it would be mostly 
women who would rent but there have been many men, some of 
whom are too big for our currently available equipment!  We hope 
to expand our boot, pole and ski sizes to meet all skier sizes. 

2020 BC Winter Games 
Recently the City of Fort St. John received news that our 
community won the bid for the 2020 BC Winter Games.  This is 
very exciting news for the Whiskey Jack Nordic Ski Club! 

We are well into our storage building project, having raised 2/3 of 
an $180,000 budget. This storage building will offer more space 
for sleds, the grooming attachments, rental skis and other 
assorted club equipment, all currently stored in a sea can with 
poor ventilation and little room to spare. 

Along with the storage building and upgraded grooming 
equipment the WJNSC hopes to build a day lodge to meet 
programming needs and welcome the 2020 Games with open 
arms.  The current hut is mall with a capacity of 10-12 people.  It is 
important to meet the needs of all skiers and non-skiing parents of 
children enrolled in the Jackrabbit program, so that we can build 
our skiing community on a social front as well as the sport front.  
Skiers need to warm up on cold days and a day lodge will extend 
the ski day and offer a social hub for cross country skiers and 
snowshoers alike. 

The Trails at Beatton Park 

The setting, 15 kms of trails in beautiful Beatton Provincial Park, 
is a sanctuary for everyone visiting the park. Regular sightings and 
evidence of moose, deer, elk, marten, hawks, squirrels and 
porcupine are common and add an exciting element to the xc ski 
experience.  The classic boreal forest forms a wonderful backdrop 
to the trails as well as offering a buffer to winter winds, making a 
cold winter day feel not as cold as the wind chill might indicate. 
The forest is truly a respite from bracing temperatures in mid-
winter. 

The recently (2013) expanded trail system has opened 
opportunities for all levels of skiers, from absolute beginner to 
advanced racer. Membership to the WJNSC is at an all time high 
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of 130 members in 2016/17 and judging from social media interest, we expect this number to grow in 
the future.  By offering adult and children’s lessons, children’s program (Jackrabbit), Chicks on Sticks 
(a weekly night ski with headlamps for women), loppet, and ski rentals, the club is successfully 
reaching out to the bigger community.  Of course, this cannot be done without the support from a 
variety of sources. 

To our sponsors: Peace River Regional District, Northern 
Development Initiative Trust, Province of British Columbia, 
Imagine Grant (Northern Health), Via Sport, Altagas, FSJ 
Co-op, Pengrowth, DJS Astro Paving, Mackey Family, 
Temple Family, and volunteers too numerous to list here. 

Thank you!
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March Loppet 
March 18 was the date of our annual 
loppet, an event that had not been hosted 
for several years.  With the success of the 
Jackrabbit program this past season, we 
wanted to end the ski year with a fun 
social event.  The ski community came 
together for 21 k, 14 k and 7 k races, and 
sprints for the very young kids.  45 
people joined the race events including a 
14 year old female who barely broke a 
sweat during the 14 k. 

A chili potluck followed and so much 
baking that 60 people could not eat all 
the food!  Door prizes, donated tents and 
tables completed the event and we are 
already looking forward to next year’s 
event. 

21 k top skier - Jay Morrison 1:18:12.     
14 k top male Dennis Morrison 1:14:45, 
top female Freyja Jarnigin 1:14:31              
7 k top male Matt Jarnigin 31:33, top 
female Barb Jarnigin 31:56 


